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die because we sinned long ago. Moreover, religion
naively supposes that the fact that there is thunder and
lightning, that the world exists, that disaster occurs in
it, and that we die, is a proof that demes exist, that God
created the world, and that we sinned long ago. This
is what theologians mean by the Cosinological and
Teleological proofs of God's existence. But this kind
of * proof* was long ago banished from science, and it
is strange to see a man of Freud's intellectual gifts
impressed by it. It is a sign of the crisis reached in bour-
geois culture when psychology cannot escape from this
kind of thing.
It follows from presuming that an adequate explana-
tion of certain facts will be famished by any fable
connecting these facts, that for any group of facts an
indefinite number of myths can be advanced as an
explanation. Thus an indefinite number of religions
exist which explain with different myths the same facts
of man's unhappiness, his cruelty, his aspirations, his
sufferings, has inequality and his death. Religion by its
method of approach spawns schisms. The only reason
that Churches can exist without disintegration is be-
cause of their material foundations in the social relations
of their time.
Science can recognise only explanations which with
as little symbolisauon as possible exhibit the mutual
determination of the phenomena concerned, and their
relation with the rest of reality. Thus one scientific
hypothesis is intolerant. It dnves out another.
Scientific explanations, because of their austere struc-
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